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Welcome to our summer newsletter.  As we come to the end of another busy year it is worth look-
ing back and reviewing some of the highlights. 

During the summer term, the ‘Abbey Hill Bistro’ and ‘Spice Up Your Hair’ service has been open to 
parents, carers and family friends. This has been a fantastic success with sometimes the Bistro 
holding up to 20 guests.  

The students this term have also engaged in a range of visits to compliment their studies and as 
part of our enrichment activities. Visits included Whitby, The Seated Man sculpture, Beamish Muse-
um, Flamingo Land, The Metro Centre and Saltburn to name but a few. 

A group of leavers and team building students also spent a successful weekend away together at 
Peat Rigg outward bound centre. The group worked brilliantly together to take on a variety of ex-
citing and exhilarating challenges.  The challenges included abseiling, Jacob’s Ladder, bush craft 
survival skills and the high ropes zip wire! 

Our vocational options have also gone from strength to strength with the addition of the Jamie 
Oliver Food Awards and the Nail Art units in the Btech Hair and Beauty course. The John Muir op-
tion group has also worked tirelessly this term supporting local conversation projects and the out-
door learning option has been utilising our new woodland area to its full potential by engaging in a 
variety of woodland and bush craft type activities. 

The end of summer show ‘Stars In Their Eyes’  was a roaring success, with AMAZING performances 
from ‘Ed Sheeran’, ‘Taylor Swift’, ‘Elvis’, ‘Olly Murs’ and many mores. We are all eager to see their 
next show in the Autumn term. 

I would also like to take the opportunity to recognise the hard work and dedication of a former 
student Casey Richardson, who has spent this past year on a TA placement with group 2 as part of a 
supported internship programme. Casey has excelled in the role of TA and has been a valuable 
member of the team.  

Work experience week was another success, with students from Groups 6 and 4 engaging in a vari-
ety of different placements; working in local shops, garden centres, sporting venues, hairs salons, 
care-homes and schools.  All students acted with a mature and professional manner and were fan-
tastic role models for the Sixth Form whilst they were out in the workplace. 

And, of course towards the end of the term we had to say goodbye to our Y13 and Y14 leavers. We 
had a memorable leaver’s assembly to recognise all the hard work, effort and dedication the stu-
dents have put into their studies during this past year. We wish them the best of luck for results 
day this August! 

Finally we would like to say a big THANK YOU to all the organisations who have supported our 
young people with their studies this year. This includes Environmental City, Tees Valley Wildlife, 
Stillington Forest Rangers, The National Citizen Service, Brooks, CAB, Cleveland Fire and Rescue 
team, Shelly’s Hair and Beauty, Pet Therapy, The Blossom Project and all of our work placement 
providers. 

If your child is leaving the Sixth Form, can I wish them the best of luck and hope they settle well 
into their next provision.  If your child is staying with us, we will look forward to seeing 
them all return safely to the Sixth Form on Tuesday September 4th.   

Kind Regards 

Kathryn Thompson—Principal 

Message From the Principal 

PD Days/Bank Holidays 2018 - 2019  

Term Dates 2018 - 2019 
 

Start Date Break Up 

Tuesday 4th September 2018 Thursday 25th October 2018 

Monday 5th November 2018 Friday 21st December 2018 

Monday 7th January 2019 Thursday 14th February 2019 

Monday 25th February 2019 Friday 5th April 2019 

Tuesday 23rd April 2019 Friday 24th May 2019 

Monday 3rd June 2019 Friday 19th July 2019 

The PD Days for 2018-19 will be: 

 Monday 3rd September 2018 

 Friday 26th October 2018 

 Friday 15th February 2019 

 Monday 22nd April 2019 (Bank Holiday) 

 Monday 6th May 2019 (Bank Holiday) 

 Monday/Tuesday 22nd/23rd July 2019 



 
Students from Group 5 celebrated their final day at college on the 

29th June by visiting Beamish Museum. It was a glorious summer 

day and all really enjoyed the warm sunshine and looking at the 

exhibits that were a blast from the past. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Group 5 Beam at Beamish 
Staffing News  

Staff Changes 

Celebrating Success 

 

At the end of term we say farewell to Jen Addison who leaves 

us to take up a new direction in her working life and to Wendy 

Sibbald who begins a well earned retirement to spend quality 

time relaxing with her family.  We thank them both for the     

valuable contribution they have made to our Sixth Form      

community.  As well as goodbyes, we also give a warm        

welcome to Emma Johnson and Sam Snowden, who will be 

joining our teaching staff in September and look forward to    

Hayley Cavanagh joining us 

again, as she returns from         

maternity leave. 

Congratulations to Casey, one 

of our former students, for            

successfully completing her 

year long internship at the 

Sixth Form in a Teaching      

Assistant role supporting 

Group Two. She has been a 

fantastic asset to the team and 

we are all very proud of her 

achievements. 



Abbey Hill Sixth Form Students Embrace The Outdoors 

On a belting hot weekend at the end of May, a group of our  

students once again took advantage of the opportunities on   

offer at the Outdoor Centre at Peat Rigg. The aim of the     

weekend was for students to engage in challenging,            

confidence boosting and team building activities. The group 

were fantastic and embraced all of the challenges on offer. The 

only drawback was making sure they were protected from the 

strong sunshine and midge bites. 

 

 
 

     

 o 
Making The Most Of The Outdoors 

Cooking and eating potatoes cooked on the fire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working together on team tasks. 

 

 



Students from the Outdoor Learning Option have been very busy 

this term. Much of their time has been spent in the new woodland 

area taking part in a wide range of activities. These have included 

cooking, team tasks, and learning about woodland maintenance. 

 

 

 

 

 

The spiders web. 

 

 

 

Sanding down the  

benches ready for  

teak oiling. 

The slack-line 

challenge. 

   

       

 

Making The Most Of The Outdoors 
  



 

Friday Sports at Stockton Sixth Form 

College 

Students from Abbey Hill Academy 

Sixth Form have again joined forces 

with our friends at Stockton Sixth 

Form College every Friday                

afternoon.  We have played a        

competitive football match as well as 

basketball, netball and other team 

games.  We recently returned from 

the annual end of year 10 pin bowling 

challenge match at Hollywood Bowl.  Nathan Jones was the 

joint winner with a score of well over 100! 

Abbey Hill students 

complete their           

Towards Independence 

Sport Studies Unit, and 

the Stockton students 

their Level 3          

Qualification in Sports 

Leadership, as well as 

keeping fit and     

having fun. 

With England Out — Friday Football’s Coming Home 

 

 

Group 1 Gardeners, Travellers And Artists  

The new woodland area has proved a great venue for creating  

pieces of art from natural materials. Students have been very busy 

this term working on both individual and group work. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Group 1 have had a bumper crop from the garden and poly-tunnel 
this year. Vegetables included beetroot, mange tout, broad beans, 
potatoes, and the new star crop Kohl Rabi. There are more         
potatoes, runner beans, courgettes, marrows, cucumbers, and 
tomatoes on the way.  The strawberries have also been very    
successful. The students have been very busy selling their      
produce to the staff – all of the money goes into the tutor fund to 
help pay for trips and treats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taking a break 
from their hard work in the garden the students enjoyed a great 
day out at Beamish Museum. The particular       favourites were 
the old school room, and traveling around the    museum grounds 
in the old 

bus-
es and 

   

       

 

Group 1 Gardeners, Travellers And Artists 
 

As part of our PSD programme, our students had the                
opportunity this term to work with Stockton Citizens Advice   
Bureau (CAB). Over several weeks, staff from CAB came into 
college to work with Group 6 students, delivering a programme 
on Self Advocacy, providing them with skills to make informed 
decisions and broadening their independence skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Take My Advice 



 

At the beginning of the new term students from the Team  

Building option group visited the Cleveland Mountain Search 

and Rescue base at Great Ayton. 

The base has recently undergone a refurbishment so the    

members of the rescue team were very happy to show off the 

new facilities. 

The students learnt about the mountain rescue team, how 

searches were managed, and had a good look at the equipment 

and vehicles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A big 

thank you to the members of the Cleveland Team who took the 
time to show us around. Something that the group were sur-
prised to learn was that all of the members are           volunteers. 

Team Building Group Visit New Rescue Base 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Stars In Their Eyes 
 



On June 28th the drama group took to the stage for their          

performance of Stars In Their Eyes. They performed to an          

audience of staff, students, friends and family.  All students were 

absolutely amazing, and there was not a dry eye in the house.  

The group should be extremely proud of an amazing show.  

Who knows what will be next? 

 

 

 

 

       

 

Stars In Their Eyes 
 

Students from the Team Building group had two great sessions 
at the Tees Barrage this term. The first was a raft building and 
team task session where the group had to transport water 
across the river in a leaky bottle and then fill a leaky tube to 
rescue a plastic duck. The problem was solved and everyone 
had great fun – as well as getting very wet. 

 

 

 

The second session was bell-boating. 
The group paddled up the river and un-
der the infinity bridge, followed by an               exploration of the 
little canals that run between the offices and flats. There was 
time to stop in the middle of the river for a head dipping chal-
lenge. 

The stu-

dents really enjoyed both sessions and 
overcame some of their initial fears. 

Team Building Group Tame The Tees 

 



 

As part of their Entry 3 BTEC Hair and Beauty Qualification, 

students are following a course on “Nail Art” and have started 

to use the new Nail Bar to practice on each other, before     

getting their “fingers” on new customers. 

 

 

 

 

 

Students Follow New Course—They’ve Nailed It! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting a Taste of The World of Work 
 

 

The first week of July was our Work Experience week, with some 

of our Y12 students venturing out into that big wide world and 

others supporting on site, all getting a taste of the world of work. 

This is valuable experience to develop communication and        

independence skills and below is a selection of some of them in 

“working action”. 



Thursday 28th June was a special day in the Sixth Form            

Calendar. We enjoyed a Celebration of Success, with students  

being recognised for their achievements throughout the year and 

receiving certificates and trophies to mark their efforts.  We also 

said our farewells to our leavers and wished them luck for       

continued success in their new placements. 

 

   

       

 

A Day Of Celebration 
 

Group 3 have been working in The Bistro and running a Car 
Washing business. They have washed cars for both staff, 
friends and family, ensuring they gleam and sparkle.  Their 
teamwork and communication skills have developed     
throughout the year. Well done group 3! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group 3 Entrepreneurs 



 

Group 2 have welcomed visitors in their vocational option in 
both The Bistro and the Hair Salon—Spice Up Your Hair. In the 
Bistro they are continuing to develop their customer service 
and food preparation skills. Visiting parents, assessors and 
governors have been incredibly positive about their               
experience with some visiting on more than one occasion. The 
team working in “Spice Up Your Hair” have had glowing       
reports from customers, one being very impressed that they 
knew what to do with curly hair, and others commenting on 
how relaxing the experience had been.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group 2 Continue With Business Brilliance 
 

 

Having enjoyed reading “Room 13” dramatized by Joe             

Standerline, a trip to Whitby was an opportunity for the students 

to visit a number of the locations from the play . The group visited 

Whitby Abbey, the quaint shops and were attacked by seagulls 

while enjoying their lunch on the pier! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A New Chapter Opens For 6th Form Reading Group 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



On one of the hottest days of the year so far, Group 2 end of year 

trip was to Flamingoland. There was something for everyone. The 

dare devils rode the motorbikes, many of the class screamed on 

the pirate ship, others went on the gallopers and cyclosaur. We 

also had a wander through the lovely zoo. All students and staff 

had a fantastic time. It was a fabulous final trip with our year 14 

leavers.  

   

       

 

Flaming Hot Flamingoland Fun 

 

 

 

 

Group 2 students spent  a day at the MetroCentre parting with 
the money they had earned from their enterprise activities. All 
had a fabulous day of making choices and  using their money 
skills.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retail Therapy For Group 2 



The Hospitality and Catering Group were very busy on Friday 
6th June, making  delicious cupcakes to raise money for the  
Alzheimers and Dementia Society.  The group created a variety 
of toppings and decorations which all looked very professional.  
Altogether the group made an impressive £180, which will be 
presented to this registered charity.  

  

Sheraton Bake-Off Raises Money For Charity 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enterprising Students Secure Profit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Enterprise Option this year, students have successfully 
ran profitable businesses, earning cash wages at the end of 
each project. Students have worked as a team to advertise 
and promote their businesses in and around college, gaining 
valuable skills needed in the world of work such as teamwork, 
communication, problem solving and decision making.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DIY Group— ELB gets TLC 

   

       

 

 

After a cold harsh winter, our outdoor classroom, the ELB, 
was in need of a bit of tender loving care. The DIY group were 
happy to step up to the mark and give it a coat of timbercare 
to improve its looks and protect it for the next year to come.   

 

 

The ELB after a long harsh winter. 

 

 

Getting a good colour match turned out to be a nightmare. 

 

 

 

 

 

Once we hit on the best match, the first coat was applied and 
the new look ELB started to emerge.  Thanks to all in the 
group who have given their best efforts to complete the job. 

The new look ELB. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’ll be up to the new DIY group in 
September to apply that second coat of protection! 

Having successfully achieved the John Muir Award at the        
Discovery Level early in February, the group has recently secured 
a second award at the Explorer level.   

Once again, we have been working with Casper, One-Planet      
Pioneer Officer with Middlesbrough Environment City, exploring 
the huge area which was once the thriving city park of “Nature’s 
World”, and is now being slowly restored.  As John Muir            
explorers, we have been supporting Casper to develop a new   
allotment  area and we look forward to taking responsibility for 
crop growing in the raised beds.   

 

 

 

 

 

Working with Gwynn in Stillington Forest Park has been a regular 
commitment for the group. Maintaining the maze of forest       
pathways and making sure the park is free of litter, has been a 
task we’ve enjoyed, pleased that we’ve allowed the local         
community to get the best use of this beautiful wild environment. 

 

 

Although the group was much smaller this year, the four students 
have all given their best efforts at all times—a big thank you to 
them all! 

John Muir Group—Discoverers and Explorers 

 



y = mx + c 

If m = 2 , c = 3 and x = 4, then y must equal Group 6 having fun 
studying Linear Graphs in a Maths lesson. The students had to 
lay down on the floor to represent equations of lines such as       
y = x. They were either very good at their Maths work or so tired 
after it, they needed a lie down! 

 

 

 

Action Maths 

   

       

 

 

Maths Breaks Free From The Desk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Students discussing height, diameter and 

volume after making 3-D shapes in the snow: 

square based pyramid 

and cone.  

 

 

 

Students practicing odd and even numbers, 
moving around the room and having 5   
seconds to get on the correct number.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weights and 

Measures. Students had to get their measure-

ments as accurate as possible, within + or – 1g. 

The final competition was who could get 

closest to a weight with only 3 fills and 3 

pours allowed. 


